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FOREWORD 


After several weeks of intensive study, I believe I have been able to build a 
circumstantial case that William Cooksey Jr. (c.1726-aft.1779) of Charles County, 
Maryland is the likeliest progenitor of the Spartanburg County, South Carolina 
Cookseys. 


Sparse evidence from public records from the late 18‘ and early 19 centuries 
indicate that the entire Spartanburg/Union Cooksey families come from two 
men: Jesse Cooksey (1780-aft.1850) and William Cooksey (1782-aft.1850) both of 
whom lived near the Musgroves in Spartanburg County in the 1850 census. It's 
pretty clear that these men are brothers, although no document proves them as 
such; they may have also had a sister named Ann Cooksey who appears as a 
witness in Union County (then called Union District) court in 1806 and vanishes 
from the record; it is also possible Ann is the wife of Jesse, or some other 

relation. 


There are no wills, deeds, probate or court minutes that indicate who their father 
was. There seems to only be one good candidate: Capt. William Cooksey of 
nearby Fairfield County, who served the Revolutionary cause from December 
1779 to late 1780 and appears in records related to his military service until April 
1785, when he vanishes from the historical record. He never bought a square inch 
of land, appeared in court, or met a census taker during his time in South 
Carolina. It is possible he is one of the William Cookseys who pops up in Georgia 
deeds in the late 1790s, but there is other genealogical work that seems to 
indicate these people are accounted for as entirely different lines. 


So who is this Capt. William Cooksey? The biggest clue to his identity is the 
presence of a man who served in the Royalist forces in South Carolina 1781-1783, 
called both "Justillian"” and "Jesse" Cooksey. Evidently the only man on record to 
be called both Justinian and Jesse Cooksey was the son of William Cooksey Sr. 
(1704-1773) of Charles County, Maryland, a son of Capt. Samuel Cooksey (c.1650- 
1709). This Justinian Cooksey. is the perfect age to be the “Justillian Cooksey” of 
South Carolina and seems to vanish from Charles County records after 1774, 
returning to administer his mother’s estate in 1778; he isn’t confirmed to be in 
the county until his reappearance in a tax list of 1783, and, per the research of 
Mel Cooksey, was likely also in Fincastle County, Virginia as early as 1775, where 
he appears with James Craik, a documented associate of the Samuel Cooksey 
family in Maryland. 


While his service records don't explicitly say where in South Carolina “Justillian” 
Cooksey lived, his captain, George Dawkins, was from Fairfield County, and it's 
very likely his command was mustered from there, meaning that Justinian/Jesse 
Cooksey and William Cooksey were in the same county at the same time (at least 
1781-1783). ee 
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This is probably not a coincidence. William Cooksey Jr. of Charles County 
evidently starts appearing in deeds in 1770 and sold all of his land in March 1779, 
disappearing from Maryland records forever. It's about a seven-day carriage ride 
to Fairfield County, South Carolina, so it is possible that he relocated there and 
was drafted into the militia in December or thereabouts. The presence of a man 
who is almost certainly his brother at the same place at the same time makes it 
more likely than not. The fact that William of South Carolina evidently had only 
two sons named Jesse and William does point to an origin with the William 
Cooksey Sr. family group as well. 


There are other odds and ends and big questions: like why was William fighting 
for the patriots but his brother for the loyalists during the Revolution? Why did 
William sign his name with a "+" in Maryland but a "c" in South Carolina? Absent 
a functioning time machine or at least a reliable Ouija board, we may never know. 


William Cooksey of South Carolina was very likely a son of William Cooksey Sr. 
(1704-1773) and his first wife, Ann Semmes. This family is extremely well- 
documented and interested readers can find plentiful documentation on 
Wikitree. We don’t know precisely when Capt. William was born and there is very 
little documentation of his life after his departure from Maryland in 1779. There 
are a number of William Cookseys that appear in Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky 
and Georgia thereafter, but these have been eliminated by a careful comparison 
of evidence. Almost all of them are entirely too young; it remains possible that the 
William Cooksey who appears in the military service in Virginia in 1778 or in 
Georgia deeds in the 1790s are Capt. William, but there is precious little evidence . 
to suggest so. 


The reader will note that this volume is hardly exhaustive, mentioning the 
generation born in the late 19 century only in brief and nothing of later 
descendants. The purpose is not to provide a complete genealogy for the 
Cookseys of Spartanburg, but to clear up confusion and fill in gaps with respect to 
the earliest generations. 


My deepest thanks to Mel Cooksey for all the work he's done on the Cookseys and 
posted on Wikitree and other researchers who have posted what they have on the 
various Cooksey lines in the colonial south. 
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Descendants of Capt. William Cooksey 


First Generation 


1. Capt. William Cooksey, son of William Cooksey and Anne Semmes, 
was born about 1726 in Charles County, Maryland and died after September 16, 
1784 of Fairfield County, South Carolina. 


William Cooksey Jr. was born around 1726, according to an affidavit of 
Dec. 17, 1776 in Charles County, Maryland in which he states his age as 
fifty. He first appears in public records in 1770 in the deed books of 
Charles County. He sold property he inherited from his father and 
promptly vanished from Maryland in the spring of 1779. Per Revolutionary 
War accounts he was serving in the Fairfield County, South Carolina 
militia by December 1779 and appears in records related to his service 
through April 1785, when he vanishes from the historical record and 
presumably died shortly thereafter. 


DEEDS 


Nov. 1770 - William Cooksey, Samuel Cooksey Barron and William 
Cooksey, Jr., confess judgment to Jacob Hudson for the sum of 1476 lbs. » 
of tobacco and 50 shillings currency debt and 243 lbs. of tobacco costs, 
which sums were recovered by Hudson against William Cooksey, Sr., said 
sums to be levied against them in case William Cooksey, Sr., shall not pay 
Hudson said sums, with additional costs thereon, by Feb. 10 next. Source: 
Charles Co., Md. Circuit Court, Liber T No. 3, Page 134. 


Aug. 1771 - It was commanded the Sheriff that he have William Cooksey, 
Sr., Samuel Cooksey Barron and William Cooksey, Jr., of Charles Co., 
planters, at the Aug. 1771 Court to satisfy Jacob Hudson the sum of 1426 
Ibs. of tobacco and 50 shillings currency which to the same Jacob Hudson 
lately in our Court recovered against William Cooksey, Sr., as also 243 lbs. 
of tobacco for his costs and, charges laid out and expended in his suit 
whereof the said William Cooksey, Sr., Samuel Cooksey Barron and 
William Cooksey, Jr., are convict. At the Aug. 1771 Court the Sheriff 
returned the writ endorsed, "Cepi Barron NEJ the rest." Richard Lee 
Junior, Sheriff. Satisfied Plaintiff. Source: Charles Co., Md. Circuit Court, 
Liber T No. 3, Page 488-488A 


Elisabeth Warran 6.186 D CH £38.4.1 Nov 20 1772 
Sureties: William Barton Smoot, William Cooksey 
Distribution to children: Joseph, Richard, Henrietta, Raphael. 


Executrix: Mrs. Rachel Boarman. 


WILL OF WILLIAM COOKSEY SR. (1704-1773), Charles County, planter. 
Sealed 13 April 1773, recorded 22 May 1773 

To son Samuel Cooksey, 1 shilling, 

To son William Cooksey, 50 acres of tract, "Simpsons Supply." 
To son Shadrack Cooksey, 60 acres of tract, "Smiths Purchase," 

To 3 sons, Abednego, John and Ledstone Smallwood Cooksey, two tracts, ~ 
"Simpton Coat Back," Sympsons Supply. John to have his during his 
lifetime and at his death to his brothers Abednego and Ledstone 
Smallwood Cooksey between them, if either or both die land to be sold and 
money divided among all my other children. 

To dau. Eleanor Cooksey, Negro boy Roger. 

To dau. Christian and Sarah Cooksey, each a child of Negro Monichie. 
Wife, Barbary Cooksey, extx., and son Jessy Cooksey, ex. 

Wit: William McPherson, Sr.; John Smallwood; Mary Smallwood. 

Barbary Cooksey, the widow, renounces the will and demands her thirds. 
309.231 


1775: William Cooksey found in Durham Parish West, Charles County, MD 
in the tax census of this year. 


1778: William Cooksey, oath of fidelity to the United States, Charles 
County, MD. 


Charles County Land Records 1775-1782; Liber V#3; Page 351. Mar 23, 
1779 from William Cooksey of CC, planter, to William Hill of CC, 
planter, for 300 £, all that messuage in CC known as Sympsons Supply, 
containing about 50 acres. Signed - William (+ his mark) Cooksey, William 
(X his mark) Hill. Wit - John Parnham, Walter Winter (CC Justices). 
Mary Cooksey, wife of sd William Cooksey, relinquished her right of 
dower to the lands within mentioned. Recorded Apr 14, 1779. 


KKEEER 


There is no further record of William Cooksey in Maryland after 1779. 


He could be the William Cooksey who appears in Henry County, Virginia 
in 1787, just two counties west of where his brother Shadrack died in 
Halifax County in 1801. He may have had a son named William b.1763 in 
Maryland who appears at age 97 in the 1850 census of Georgia. This 
William had a son named William b.1791 in Virginia, who married Jinsey 
Wade and migrated into Kentucky as well with his in-laws in 1814. 


However, he is more likely the William Cooksey who appears in Fairfield 
County, South Carolina in late 1779, serving as a captain in the Fairfield 
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militia and re-enlisted for 313 days of service in the continental army 
through the end of 1780. He is likely the father of Jesse (born 1780) and 
William Cooksey (born 1782), who appear in later records of nearby Union 
and Spartanburg Counties. He appears to have lived in Fairfield District 
until at least April 1785, when he was granted his Revolutionary War 
service payment, then disappears forever. 


A man called both "Justillian" and "Jesse" Cooksey served as a loyalist in 
the Royalist army of South Carolina under Capt. George Dawkins, who was 
likewise based out of Fairfield and neighboring Newberry Districts. He 
served 1781-1783, years that Justinian Cooksey, son of William Sr., was 
absent from Maryland records. Since the only man to be called both 
Justinian and Jesse Cooksey is the son of William and Barbara Cooksey of 
Charles County, it is very likely the same man, making a strong case that 
the William who ends up in the same South Carolina county at the same 
time was his documented brother. 


"Jesse Cooksey" is also documented in 1775 in Fincastle County, Virginia, 
having done legal work there for Dr. James Craik, who witnessed a deed 
between Justinian Cooksey Jr. and Thomas Cooksey in which William 
Cooksey Sr. was mentioned in Charles County, Maryland in 1771. A 
William Cooksey served in the 8th Virginia regiment in the Revolution 
from Culpeper County, Virginia in 1778 (although the 8th was mustered 
partially in Fincastle as well). This William has never been identified and it 
could be the brothers traveled through western Virginia during the 
Revolutionary period (the distance from Charles County, Maryland to 
Culpeper County, Virginia can be traversed by horse in less than one day). 


Since the William Cooksey of Henry County is widely believed to have 
been the man born in 1763 (possibly the son of Shadrack Cooksey, who is 
named in a marriage bond in Halifax County, Virginia in 1800), by 
elimination the only William Cooksey that fits the data is the one that 
ended up in the same South Carolina county as Justinian/Jesse Cooksey in 
the early 1780s. 


FINCASTLE CO., VA RECORDS 


1775: ‘Annals of SW Virginia" by Summers pg. 670, shows Jesse } 
Cooksey and Thomas Shain on Aug. 14, 1775, report of quantity of land 
cleared and value of improvements made by James Craik by patent dated 
Dec. 15, 1772. County of Fincastle, VA. 


CULPEPER CO., VA RECORDS 


1778: William Cooksey served Feb.-Mar. 1778 in the 8th Virginia 
Regiment under Capt. Abraham Kirkpatrick (payroll accounts). The 
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recruits came from Frederick, Dunmore (Shenandoah), Berkeley, Augusta, 
Hampshire, Fincastle, and Culpeper Counties. Kirkpatrick served under 
Capt. George Slaughter's command at the time, and this command was 
raised in Culpeper County. https://www.8thvirginia.com/the- 

soldiers. html 


Evidently there was a "Cooksey's mill" in neighboring Rappahannock 
County. 
https: //www.poegen.net/VA/Culpeper/ 


Unfortunately, Culpeper is a burned county and no records survive 
between 1764 and 1782. 


FAIRFIELD CO., SC RECORDS 


William Cooksey served as a captain in the Fairfield Militia Regiment from 
at least the winter of 1779-80, then enlisted as a private under Capt. 
Anderson Thomas in the Fairfield Regiment of the Continental Army, 
serving in 1780-81. He fought in the siege of Charleston from Mar. 28 to 
May 12, 1780. 


Capt. William Cooksey of Fairfield District, SC, 1780 
https://combs-families.org/combs/records/ga/wilkes/1821.htm 


Cocksey, William Fairfield Regiment, Captain of Militia 1779-1780. 
https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/patriot_military_sc_captains. 
htm 


Cooksey, William Fairfield Regiment 1780 1781 310 Days under Capt. 
Anderson Thomas. | 
https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/patriot_military_sc_privates_ 
c.htm 


William Cooksey’s payroll indent application is dated "Broad River, Sep. 
16, 1784" and witnessed by Amos Davis (d.1785), Justice of the Peace for 
Fairfield County, SC. 

http:// files.usgwarchives.net /sc/fairfield/wills/davis21wl.txt 


https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/patriot_militia_sc_fairfield_r 
egiment. html 
https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/patriots_sc_capt_anderson_t 
homas.html | 


William Cooksey was paid for his service on April 13, 1785. He does not 
appear in the 1790 census, the 1792 landholder's census, the will, deed or 
order books of Fairfield or any other record in Fairfield, Union, Laurens or 


Spartanburg Counties. There is no trace of him after 1785 and he may have 
died shortly thereafter. 


William married Mary Hudson, daughter of George Hudson, before March 
23, 1779 in Charles County, Maryland. Mary was born about 1750 in Charles 
County, Maryland and died after November 30, 1782 of Fairfield District, South 
Carolina. 


Charles County Land Record Book G#3, 1756-1761; Page 184. Instrument 
of Writing. I, George Hudson of CC, for divers good causes and valuable 
considerations, I give to my son, Jacob Hudson, all my goods, chattels, 
household stuff and goods, and all my other substance whatsoever. Signed 
Mar 18, 1758 - George (+ his mark) Hudson_ Wit - John Winter, James 
Latimore. Recorded Mar 21, 1758. 


Charles County Land Records 1775-1782; Liber V#3; Page 351. Mar 23, 
1779 from William Cooksey of CC, planter, to William Hill of CC, 
planter, for 300 £, all that messuage in CC known as Sympsons Supply, 
containing about 50 acres. Signed - William (+ his mark) Cooksey, William 
(X his mark) Hill. Wit - John Parnham, Walter Winter (CC Justices). 
Mary Cooksey, wife of sd William Cooksey, relinquished her right of 
dower to the lands within mentioned. Recorded Apr 14, 1779. 


Maryland Administrative Accounts Liber B #1 Folio 74 date of 1782 shows 
Mary Cooksey as a sister to the recently deceased Jacob Hudson. Text of 
administrative account of Jacob Hudson by his widow Mary dated Nov. 
30, 1782 reads as follows: 


"Representatives - The Widow, and five brothers and sisters living Viz., 
Thomas Hudson, Judy Hudson, Netty Hudson, Ann Williams, Mary 
Cooksey, and the children of Elizabeth Holland, a deceased sister, 
number and names of the children unknown." 


Given the evident associations between Jacob Hudson and William 
Cooksey in deeds, the proven name of his wife Mary in the above 1779 
deed, and the fact that his siblings’ wives seem to be accounted for 
suggests Mary Hudson was married to William Cooksey Jr. 


There is no clear trace of her after this record. 
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Children from this marriage were: 


2M _ i. Cooksey was born about 1778 in Charles County, Maryland and died 
before 1830 of Spartanburg District, South Carolina. 


His existence went unrecorded, but he evidently left a widow and three 
children who were still living in 1830, per the census of that year. 


Cooksey married Nancy. Nancy was born from 1770 to 1780 and died after 1830 | 
of Spartanburg District, South Carolina. 


Name Nancy Cooksey 

Home in 1830 (City, County, State) Spartanburg, South Carolina 
Free White Persons - Males - 15 thru 19 1 (b.1811-1815) 

Free White Persons - Females - 15 thru 19 1 (b.1811-1815) 

Free White Persons - Females - 20 thru 29 1 (b.1801-1810) 

Free White Persons - Females - 50 thru 59 1 (b.1771-1780) 

Free White Persons - Under 20 2 

Free White Persons - 20 thru 49 1 

Total Free White Persons 4 

Total - All Persons (Free White, Slaves, Free Colored) 4 


+3M_ ii. Jesse Cooksey was born in 1780 in Fairfield District, South Carolina 
and died after December 14, 1850 of Spartanburg District, South Carolina. 

Jesse married Ann (d. After June 4, 1806) before June 4, 1806 in South Carolina. 
+4M_ iii. William Cooksey was born in 1782 in Fairfield District, South 
Carolina, died after August 1850 in Union District, South Carolina, and was 


buried in Near Musgrove Mill, Union County, South Carolina. 


William married Molly Duke (b. Abt 1781, d. Bef 1820) about 1802 in Union 
District, South Carolina. 
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Second Generation (Children) 


3. Jesse Cooksey (William (Capt.)‘) was born in 1780 in Fairfield District, 
South Carolina and died after December 14, 1850 of Spartanburg District, South 
Carolina. 


Jesse Cooksey appears in a petition for incorporation of New Hope Baptist 
Church in Cross Anchor, Spartanburg District on Nov. 15, 1828 (SC 
Archives). 


Jesse Cooksey appears in the 1850 US census of Spartanburg Dist., SC, 
farmer, age 70, b. SC, with Jane Cooksey, age 40, b. SC. He is between the 
Musgrove and Kelly families. 


Jesse married Ann before June 4, 1806 in South Carolina. Ann died after June 4, 
1806 in Union District, South Carolina. 


Union Co., SC deeds, Book I, p. 37. 


William Blackstock of Spartanburg Dist., to John F. Grimke of Union Dist., 
266 acres in Union Dist., adjacent John D. Kern and Judge Grimke. Dated 
June 2, 1806. Witnessed by Henry Yarborough and Ann Cooksey (x). 
Proved June 24, 1806 by oath of Henry Yarborough. 


Ann does not appear in any other public records and there are no clues as | 
to her relation to the Cooksey family. She must have been born no later 
than 1792 in order to witness a deed, and her presence in Union District at 
the time William Cooksey lived there indicates she is likely either his 
mother, sister, or sister-in-law. 


John F. Grimke (1752-1819) was an American jurist who served as 
Associate justice and Senior Associate Justice of South Carolina's Court of 
Common Pleas and General Sessions from 1783 until his death. He also 
served in the South Carolina state legislature from 1782 until 1790. He was 
intendant (mayor) of Charleston, South Carolina, for two terms, from 1786 
to 1788. 


John Daniel Kern was a German national from Hamburg who was 
naturalized in South Carolina May 15, 1805. He appears in Laurens 


District, South Carolina in the 1800 US census. 


William Blackstock (d.1841) of Spartanburg District named daughters 
Mary Poole and Jane Foster and son-in-law Drury Poole in his will. 


Henry Yarborough (1790-1853) of Union and later Fairfield Dist., SC 
named daughter Mary and a bunch of slaves in his will. 
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Children from this marriage were: 


+5M_. i. Cooksey was born about 1807 in South Carolina and died about 1830 
in Spartanburg District, South Carolina. 


Cooksey married Martha Hindman (b. Abt 1810, d. After 1860) about 1827. 


6F ii. Jane Cooksey was born in 1810 in South Carolina and died after 
December 14, 1850 of Spartanburg District, South Carolina. 


Found in 1850 US census, Spartanburg Dist., SC with Jesse Cooksey. 


+7M_ iii. Cooksey was born about 1812 in South Carolina and died about 1843 
in Laurens District, South Carolina. 


Cooksey married Lucinda Casey (b. March 9, 1816, d. January 19, 1897) about 
1835. 


4. William Cooksey (William (Capt.)1) was born in 1782 in Fairfield District, 
South Carolina, died after August 1850 in Union District, South Carolina, and 
was buried in Near Musgrove Mill, Union County, South Carolina. 


1782: William Cooksey born in South Carolina, per 1850 US census. Likely 
son of William Cooksey of Fairfield Dist., SC, who served in the | 
Revolutionary War (1779-80) and fought in the seige of Charleston but 
disappears from South Carolina after April 1785. 


1810 US census of Union Dist., SC. William Cooksey 120010-100010 
(three sons, one dau. parents 26-44). He is next door to John Lawson and 
a few doors down from a brother-in-law, Jesse Boatman. 


1820 census of Union Dist., SC. 102201-31000. William Cooksey is "over 
45" (b. bef. 1775). Evidently his wife is already deceased. Looks like he has 
five sons and four daughters. In 1820, this William was the ONLY Cooksey 
who appears in South Carolina in this census, the Greenville Cookseys 
having entirely moved on to Tennessee. 


1820 household breakdown: William, b. bef.1775. Son b. 1810-1820. Two 
sons b. 1802-1804. Two sons b. 1794-1802. Three daughters b. 1810-1820. 
One daughter b. 1804-1810. So household should look like: 


WILLIAM b. 1801 d.1840s 
SON-2 b. 1802 d.1820s 
JERIMIAH b. 1805 d.1870s 
GEORGE W. b. 1806 d.1870s 
NANCY b.1808 d.1870 
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SON b.1810 
DAU-2 b. 1812 
DAU-3 b.1814 
DAU 4 b.1816 


1830 census, Spartanburg Dist., SC. William Cooksey (one male in his 
teens, one in his twenties; one girl under five and one in her late teens) 
next door to George Cooksey (one male under five, two in their twenties; 
one girl under five and one in her late teens). The Cookseys are on the 
same pages as John and Monsieur Musgrove in Spartanburg County, SC. 
There is also a Nancy Cooksey in the county, she is in her fifties (b.1770s) 
and a Martha Cooksey in the same county, also b.1770s. 


1840 census, Laurens Dist., SC. William Cooksey 100001-020001. He is in 
his thirties, so is his wife. One son under 5, two daughters between five 
and ten. This is evidently Jr. (1801-c.1842). William Sr. is absent. 


1850 census, Spartanburg Dist., SC: William Cooksey was a farmer b. SC, 
age 68 in household of M. N. Musgrove, age 48 and wife Nancy, age 44. 
This couple had moved to Neshoba County, Mississippi by 1860, and 
William does not appear with them, so he died in the 1850s. 


William Cooksey is said to have been a miller at Gordon Mills. 
https://grindalshoalsgazette.com/?p=151 


PARENTAGE 
William Cooksey gave his 1782 birth as South Carolina in the 1850 census. 


There was a William Cooksey who served during the Revolutionary War in 
South Carolina and made a pension application. He served in the Fairfield 
Regiment in 1780, mustered near Fairfield Dist., SC, and is found there 
through 1785. 
https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/patriots_sc_capt_anderson_t 
homas.html 


This is very significant because Fairfield District borders Union District, 
where William was living in 1810, and only about 60 miles from 
Musgrove's Mill in Spartanburg District, where William lived through 
most of his adult life. That would be a wild coincidence that a William 
Cooksey lived so close and yet is unrelated considering he is the only 
Cooksey in South Carolina at the time William was born who isn't known 
to have moved further west after 1800. 


The Cooksey name was very rare in early America, the southern family 
originating largely from Charles County, Maryland. There appear to be 
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three immigrant groups. One line descended from Phillip Cooksey, 
another of Samuel Cooksey, both of Charles County, Maryland. A third line 
came from a William Cooksey b.1745 who immigrated from England to 
Georgia before the Revolution. At least the Phillip and William lines are 
documented to have come through South Carolina. Members of Samuel's 
line migrated into southern Virginia and North Carolina in the 1770s-80s. 
The Andrew (Phillip) Cooksey family lived in Edgefield and Greenville 
counties, SC 1790s-1810s and later moved on to Tennessee, appearing to 
have left no one behind. The Georgia Cookseys migrated into the low 
country of South Carolina briefly and moved further west to Mississippi. 


Discerning which of the lines Capt. William Cooksey of Fairfield County, 
South Carolina came from is tough; the lines seem to have migrated near 
each other and the name William appears in all of them; but there are 
some important clues to follow. We can start with evidence near our 
William (b.1782) in South Carolina. 


There are several other Cookseys very close to William of Spartanburg 
County in the early 198 century. They are: 


1. Martha Cooksey (b.1810s) a widow who appears in Spartanburg Co., SC 
in the 1830 US census. 


2. Nancy Cooksey (b.1770s) a widow who appears in Spartanburg Co., SC 
in the 1830 US census. 


3. Jesse Cooksey (b.1780) a man living with one female in Spartanburg 
Co., SC in the 1850 US census, living near the Musgroves. 


4. Ann Cooksey (b. bef.1792) who witnessed a deed in Union Dist., SC in 
1806. 


Martha and Nancy are widows of Cooksey men whose names went 
unrecorded; Jesse is likely an older brother to William. Ann could be wife 
of Jesse. 


We also know the Spartanburg Cookseys are closely associated with the 
Musgroves, a family that is also from Charles County and migrated into 
Frederick County, Virginia, then on to South Carolina and later Mississippi 
with them. 


So to solve this mystery, we are looking for a Cooksey family group that 
has the following characteristics: 


1. Both of the given names William and Jesse 
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2. Migration from Charles County, Maryland through the vicinity of 
Frederick County, Virginia, then South Carolina. 


The William Cooksey line of Georgia can firmly be ruled out, as everyone 
of this generation is clearly accounted for (see the work of Elizabeth 
Shown Mills). 


While there are Williams and Jesses in the Phillip Cooksey line, they | 
appear in later generations, and in different family groups. They appeared 
in South Carolina in the late 18 century but seem to have all removed to 
other states before 1810. 


The only good fit is the William Cooksey Sr. (1704-1773) family in Charles 
County, Maryland. He had sons named William and Justinian who both 
disappear from the county in the 1770s, with Jesse/Justinian returning to 
the deed books in 1787 and remaining in the county until around 1815, but 
William remaining permanently absent after he sold off his inheritance in 
early 1779. This is perfectly consistent with the William and “Justillian” 
Cooksey who evidently both lived in Fairfield County, South Carolina 
during the Revolutionary War, with both men disappearing after 1785, but 
only one leaving descendants behind (in the form of William and Jesse 
Cooksey of neighboring Spartanburg County). 


THE LEMASTER FAMILY 


The Samuel Cooksey line descends from Abraham Lemaster (d.1722) and 
is intermarried with several other descendant lines throughout the Charles 
County period. Ralph Lemaster (c.1742-1797) son of John (c.1697-1767) 
son of Richard (c.1669-c.1736) son of Abraham the immigrant (c.1639- 
1722) migrated from Charles County to Spartanburg County, South 
Carolina, where he is found in the 1790 census. Near Ralph are John, 
Reuben and Eleazar Lemaster. They are on the same page as John 
Cannon, so roughly in the part of Spartanburg that the Cookseys would 
later settle in. 


https: //www.colonial-settlers-md- 
va.us/ getperson.php?personID=I9883&tree=T reel 


In Union County, South Carolina on the same page in 1810 there is Martha 
Barron and William Hudson. Unknown if related to the same Cooksey- 
adjacent families in Charles County. 

MIGRATIONS 

William's son George had children b. in South Carolina through 1830, 


Tennessee in 1832 and Mississippi from 1835 on (per 1850 US census); 
this suggests that the family was migratory and explains their 
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disappearances from South Carolina over the years. 


Importantly, William's daughter Nancy married a Musgrove, a family 
originally from Charles County, Maryland that migrated to Fairfax Co., VA, 
then Frederick Co., VA before 1750 (about 20 years before the Cookseys 
left Maryland). The Cookseys seem to have followed the same route. 


William married Molly Duke, daughter of Major Duke and Elizabeth 
Drury, about 1802 in Union District, South Carolina. Molly was born about 1781 
in Union District, South Carolina and died before 1820 in Union District, South 
Carolina. 


The identification of Molly Duke as wife of William Cooksey comes from a 
letter written by Isaac P. Murphy of Cross Keys, SC on Feb. 25, 1886 to 
John J. Murphy. Updating Murphy on a long list of relatives, Isaac notes: 
"As to Major Dukes family... Molly married William Cooksey..." (Upper 
South Carolina Genealogy and History. May 2003, Vol. XVII, No. 2. 
published by the Piedmont Historical Society). 


Children from this marriage were: 


+8M_ i. William Cooksey was born about 1803 in Union District, South 
Carolina and died about 1843 of Laurens District, South Carolina. 


William married Martha Hansell (b. 1805, d. After 1860) about 1828 in South | 
Carolina. 


+Q9M_ ii. Jerimiah Cooksey was born about 1805 in Union District, South 
Carolina and died after August 10, 1870 of Scuffletown, South Carolina. 


Jerimiah married Nancy Hansell (b. Abt 1808, d. Bef August 31, 1860) about 
1832 in South Carolina. 


+10M_ iii. George Washington Cooksey was born on October 16, 1806 in 
Union District, South Carolina, died on March 5, 1875 of Neshoba County, 
Mississippi, and was buried in Caney Church Cemetery, Lumberton, MS. 


George married Sarah P. Foster (b. Abt 1811, d. After June 23, 1880) about 
1827 in South Carolina. 


+11F iv. Nancy Cooksey was born about 1808 in Union District, South 
Carolina, died on September 20, 1870 in Neshoba County, Mississippi, and was 
buried in Musgrove Cemetery, Neshoba County, MS. 


Nancy married Monsieur Nowell Musgrove (b. Abt 1802, d. Abt 1880) in 
1824 in Laurens County, South Carolina. 
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Third Generation (Grandchildren) 


5. Cooksey (Jesse?, William (Capt.)1) was born about 1807 in South Carolina 
and died about 1830 in Spartanburg District, South Carolina. 


We know nothing about him except that he was likely born in the 1790s 
and died in 1829 or 1830. By 1830 he had only two children so he must not 
have been married long. He seems most likely to have been a younger 
brother of Jesse and William Cooksey. 


He may have been the extra male in his twenties living with George 
Cooksey in 1830. 


Cooksey married Martha Hindman, daughter of John Hindman and 
Martha, about 1827. Martha was born about 1810 in South Carolina and died 
after 1860 of Greenville District, South Carolina. 


Census records conflict wildly as to her age; she could have been born any 
time between 1798 and 1810. 


1830 US census of Spartanburg Co., SC: Martha Cooksey: woman in her 
20s, woman in her 50s, boy under 5, girl under 5. 


1840 US census of Spartanburg Co., SC: “Martha Kooksey”: woman in her 
40s, woman in her 80s, boy 10-15, girl 10-15. 


Patsy Cookey, 40, found in 1850 US census of Spartanburg Co., SC with 
Allen Cookey, 23 and Amy Cookey, 20. She is in the household of an old 
woman named something like "North Hembross" who is age 90. This is 
the old woman in the above 1830 and 1840 census living with Martha (the 
younger woman) and the two young children (Martha's). It's possible that 
this is Martha's mother, Martha Hindman who was widowed in 1819 and 
mayh have remarried before 1850. 


1860 US census, Greenville Dist., SC: Martha Cooksey, 62, found in 
household of Allen Cooksey. 


Named "my daughter Martha Hindman" in will of John Hindman, sealed 
Apr. 9, 1819, probated Apr. 10, 1819 in Spartanburg Co., SC. Others named 
were wife Martha, children Daniel, Samuel, Alexander, Jinney, William, 
John and James Hindman. 


Named "my sister Marth Cooksey" in will of John Hindman, sealed Mar. 8, 


1856, probated Mar. 8, 1856. Will also names wife Margaret, brothers 
William, Robert, James, Samuel, Daniel and Alexander. 
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Children from this marriage were: 


+12M _ i. Allen Cooksey was born about 1828 in Laurens District, South 
Carolina and died before 1880 in Greenville County, South Carolina. 


Allen married Frances Dill. (b. April 3, 1834, d. July 21, 1920) 


13 F ii. Martha Cooksey was born about 1830 in South Carolina and died on 
October 20, 1852 in Greenville District, South Carolina. 


1830 US census of Spartanburg Co., SC: Martha Cooksey she is age 50-59 
1840 US census of Spartanburg Co., SC: Martha Kooksey she is age 80-89 


1830 she has a boy under 5, a girl under 5 and a girl in her 20s in the 
house. 
1840 she has a boy 10-15, a girl 10-15 and a woman in her 40s in the 
house. 


Martha Cooksey, obituary dated Oct. 29, 1852 in the South Carolina, U.S., 
Wofford College Library Obituary Index, 1837-2008. Reference: OD: 
10/26/1852 v16, #23, p92, c1. The obituary in the Southern Christian 
Advocate dated Oct. 29 states that Miss Martha Cooksey died in Greenville 
on October 20. She was a member of the M. E. Church and had been 
afflicted with illness for some years. She had no husband or children and 
only left behind her mother and one brother. 


Patsy Cookey, 40, found in 1850 US census of Spartanburg Co., SC with 
Allen Cookey, 23 and Amy Cookey, 20 in the household of "North 
Hembrose" age 90. 


Martha Cooksey, age 62, found in household of Allen Cooksey, farmer, 32 
in 1860 US census of Greenville Co., SC. Other members are Frances 
Cooksey, 26, housekeeper, Mary Cooksey, 3, Martha Cooksey, 2, Annanias 
Cooksey, age 6 months. Next door is Annanias Dill, baptist preacher. 


7. Cooksey (Jesse?, William ( Capt.)’) was born about 1812 in South Carolina 
and died about 1843 in Laurens District, South Carolina. 


He may have been the extra male in his teens living with William Cooksey 
Jr. in 1830. 


Cooksey married Lucinda Casey about 1835. Lucinda was born on March 9, 
1816 in South Carolina, died on January 19, 1897 in Cobb County, Georgia, and 
was buried in New Salem Baptist Church Cemetery, Kennesaw, GA. 


Source: https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/23997071/lucy-casey 
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Children from this marriage were: 


14M i.James P. Cooksey was born about 1836 in South Carolina and died 
after 1850 of Laurens District, South Carolina. 


15M_ ii. George Cooksey was born about 1839 in South Carolina and died 
after 1850 of Laurens District, South Carolina. 


16M _ iii. Mayberry Cooksey was born about 1843 in South Carolina and 
died after August 17, 1862 of Cobb County, Georgia. 


He later moved to Cobb Co., Georgia where he enlisted May 4, 1861 in 
Confederate service and deserted the service Aug. 17, 1862. 


8. William Cooksey (William2, William (Capt.)1) was born about 1803 in 
Union District, South Carolina and died about 1843 of Laurens District, South 
Carolina. 


A younger William Cooksey appears in the 1830 and 1840 US census. 
Likely eldest son of William. He was in his twenties in 1830, and 30s in the 
1840 census. He disappears after 1840, and likely died between 1843 and 
1845, given that his last child was born in 1843. 


1830 census, Spartanburg Dist., SC. William Cooksey (one male in his 
teens, one in his twenties; one girl under five and one in her late teens) 
next door to George Cooksey (one male under five, two in their twenties; 
one girl under five and one in her late teens). The Cookseys are on the 
same pages as John and Monsieur Musgrove in Spartanburg County, SC. 
There is also a Nancy Cooksey in the county, she is in her fifties (b.1770s) 
and a Martha Cooksey in the same county, also b.1770s. 


1840 census, Laurens Dist., SC. William Cooksey 100001-020001. He is in 
his thirties, so is his wife. One son under 5, two daughters between five 
and ten. This is evidently Jr. William Sr. is absent. 


William married Martha Hansell, daughter of Jultus Hansell and Frances 
Lawson, about 1828 in South Carolina. Martha was born in 1805 in South 
Carolina and died after 1860 of Greenville District, South Carolina. 
Widow of William Cooksey. Death certificate of Mary Kennedy of Enola, 
SC in 1922 gives her parents as William Cooksey and Martha Hansell of 


They had one infant daughter in the 1830 US census and so were likely 
married c.1828. | 
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Martha Cooksey, age 45, 1850 US census of Laurens Co., SC, appears with 
children James L., John and Nancy Cooksey. 


Children from this marriage were: 


+17M _ i.James L. Cooksey was born in 1838 in South Carolina and died after 
1860 of Monroe County, Arkansas. 


James married Martha Ann Overstreet on May 11, 1858 in Monroe County, 
Arkansas. 


18M ii. John Cooksey was born in 1840 in South Carolina and died after 
1850 of Laurens District, South Carolina. 


19 F iii. Nancy Cooksey was born in 1842 in South Carolina and died after 
1850 of Laurens District, South Carolina. 


20F iv. Mary Cooksey was born on September 7, 1843 in Laurens District, 
South Carolina, died on December 3, 1922 in Enola, South Carolina, and was 
buried in Cannon's Campground Methodist Church Cemetery, Spartanburg, SC. 


Death certificate of Mrs. Mary Kennedy, Enola, Cherokee Twp., 
Spartanburg Co., SC gives her parents as William Cooksey and Martha 
Hansell, both b. SC. She died of lobar pneumonia Dec. 3, 1922, birthdate 
given as Sep. 7, 1843 in South Carolina. Husband given as E. W. Kennedy, 
and burial as Cannon's Campground. 


Mary married Archibald L. Kennedy. Archibald was born on November 11, 
1848, died on February 22, 1925, and was buried in Cannon's Campground 
Methodist Church Cemetery, Spartanburg, SC. 


9. Jerimiah Cooksey (William2, William (Capt.)!) was 
born about 1805 in Union District, South Carolina and died 
after August 10, 1870 of Scuffletown, South Carolina. 


Jerimiah Cooksey was a miller who lived near Cross 
Anchor, South Carolina and is said to have worked at 
Musgrove's Mill. The fact that a William Cooksey, b. 
1782 appears in the Musgrove household in the 1850 sa 

census suggests William was likely Jerimiah's father. It is mene from 
census records that his wife was a Hansell, as two different Hansell women 
(likely his mother-in-law and vas lived with him after his wife's 
death. 
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Jerimiah seems to have been in household of George Cooksey in 1830 (two 
males in their twenties). Their father vanished in 1830 and 1840 and 
reappears in 1850. William Cooksey may have lived with the Musgroves 
during that period, as his daughter married into the family in 1824. 


Jerimiah Cooksey witnessed two deeds in September 1845 and August 
1847, both involving Andres Floyd. (Spartanburg County deeds). He does 
not seem to have ever bought or sold land himself. Floyd was a close 
neighbor to Cooksey in Cross Anchor. 


"Jerry Cooksy," a private, fought in the Civil War with Company H of the 
oth South Carolina Reserves. He enlisted Nov. 1, 1862. 


1860 US census, Spartanburg County, Southern Division Aug. 31, 1860. 


Jerry Cooksey, age 55, farmer b. SC 
Frances Hansel, age 75 b. SC 
Thomas Cooksey, age 20 b. SC 
Perry Cooksey, age 11 b. SC 

Mary Cooksey, age 17 (or 19?) b. SC 
Naomia Hansell, age 40 b. SC 


1870 US census, Scuffletown Township, Laurens County, SC, Aug. 10, 
1870. 


Jeremiah Cooksey, 58 miller b. SC 
Mary Cooksey, 26, keeping house b. SC 
Perry Cooksey, 20, farm labor b. SC 
Omy Hancell, 45, cook, b. SC 


NOTE: The Mary Cooksey in his household may actually be Mary Cooksey 
Kennedy (1843-1922) who according to her death certificate was daughter 
of his older brother, William Cooksey and his wife Martha Hansell. 


One genealogical account: | 


"The oldest know ancestor of the Cooksey surname was Jerry Cooksey. He 
was born in 1805 at Cross Anchor, Spartanburg County, S.C. His wifes 
name was Nancy Hansel, was handed down though the family but there is 
no data on her. In 1860, a 40-year-old Naomi Hansel and a 75-year-old 
Frances Hansel were living with Jerry. This could have been his wife's 
sister and his mother-in-law. Jerry and Nancy had six children. 


1. Lecel (1833-1905) 
2, William (1835-1895) © 
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3. Rachel Margret Melinda (1836-1899) 
4. Thomas (1840-1864) 

5. Mary (1843-1922) 

6. Perry T. (1849-1920)" 


--From James J. Cooksey. 


https://www.ancestry.com/boards/surnames.cooksey/124.140.164/mb.as_ 
hx 


From Barbee Moore Sinners: 


"Jerimiah was a miller at Musgrove Mill. a Nancy Cooksey sister?? 
married into the Musgroves. A William Cooksey who is in the 1800 census 
and the best bet for Jerry father -appears to have lost his wife in the 1810 
or 1820 census. goes to Tenn. then as a old man shows up in the SC 
Musgrove house. The location of Musgrove Mill is on the Spartanburg, 
Lauren and Union counties line Each county claims this area in different 
census. There is also a john cooksey in the area.1800." 


Jerimiah married Nancy Hansell, daughter of Julius Hansell and Frances 
Lawson, about 1832 in South Carolina. Nancy was born about 1808 in South 
Carolina and died before August 31, 1860 in Spartanburg Township, South 
Carolina. 


Her name is traditional in the Cooksey family, though there seems to be no 
trace of it in public records. It is partially corroborated by the 1860 and 
1870 US census, which shows Frances Hansell, age 75 (1860) and Naomia 
Hansell living with Jeremiah Cooksey, women who would evidently be her 
mother and sister. 


Julius is the only Hansell in Spartanburg County during her lifetime, so he 
must be her father. Her mother continued to live with her husband after 
her death (per 1860 US census). The will of William Lawson (1827) names 
a Hansell grandson and notes that Lawson had estate in the property of his 
grandson’s father, Julius Hansell. 


Children from this marriage were: 
+21M _ i. Lecel J. Cooksey was born on May 20, 1833 in Cross Anchor, South 
Carolina, died on April 22, 1905 in Spartanburg, South Carolina, and was buried 


in Cannon's Campground Methodist Church Cemetery, Spartanburg, SC. 


Lecel married Elizabeth Jane Tillotson (b. November 28, 1837, d. December 
12, 1906) on August 8, 1855 in Spartanburg District, South Carolina. 


py 


+22M_ ii. William Edwin Cooksey was born on June 8, 1835 in Cross 
Anchor, South Carolina, died on December 22, 1895 in Spartanburg, South 
Carolina, and was buried in Cannon's Campground Methodist Church Cemetery, 
Spartanburg, SC. 


William married Nancy Ann Cannon (b. July 22, 1839, d. January 24, 1914) on 
February 9, 1859 in Spartanburg, South Carolina. 


23F ii. Rachel Margaret Melinda Cooksey was born on November 19, 
1836 in Cross Anchor, South Carolina, died on November 1, 1899 in Spartanburg, 
South Carolina, and was buried in unmarked grave, Liberty Methodist Church 
Cem. Spartanburg, SC. 


Rachel married Mancel Cooper on November 30, 1855. Mancel was born on 
January 1, 1832 in South Carolina, died on March 4, 1913 in South Carolina, and 
was buried in Liberty Methodist Church Cemetery, Spartanburg, SC. 


24M_ iv. Thomas Cooksey was born in 1840 in Union District, South 
Carolina, died on May 16, 1864 in Drewry's Bluff, Virginia, and was buried in 
Cannon's Campground Methodist Church Cemetery, Spartanburg, SC. 


Source: https://www.geni.com/people/Thomas- 
Cooksey/6000000111301185913 


+25M_ v. Perry T. Cooksey was born on October 24, 1849 in South Carolina, . 
died on July 29, 1920 in Cherokee County, South Carolina, and was buried in 
Cannon's Campground Methodist Church Cemetery, Spartanburg, SC. 


Perry married Catherine Kennedy. (b. April 20, 1851, d. May 3, 1930) 

10. George Washington Cooksey (William2, William (Capt.)!) was born on 
October 16, 1806 in Union District, South Carolina, died on March 5, 1875 of 
Neshoba County, Mississippi, and was buried in Caney Church Cemetery, 


Lumberton, MS. 


Nov. 28, 1827: Spartanburg Co., SC court of common pleas, James Hunt v. 
George Cooksey, case continued. No other data in the books. 


George Cooksey appeared in the 1830 US census of Spartanburg County, 
South Carolina -- with two males in their twenties in his house, likely his 
brothers. Their (likely) oldest brother, William Cooksey, is right next door. 
By 1832, George had moved to Tennessee, then on to Mississippi by 1835. 


George W. Cooksey appears in 1850 census of Neshoba, Mississippi. Says 
b. SC 1806. George's children are Joel, Elizabeth, William, Issabella, 
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Sineann, George, Sarah, Narcissa, Avinda and James. Children up to 
Elizabeth (b.1830) were born in SC; William (b.1832) was born in TN, 
while all children from Issabella (b.1835) on down were born in MS. 


Nancy Cooksey Musgrove is also in Neshoba from 1860. Her son, 
Loveberry Musgrove (1836-1864), was in the household of George W. 
Cooksey in the 1860 US census of Neshoba Co., MS. 


George W. Cooksey, b. SC age 64, appears with his family in the 1870 US 
census of Neshoba Co., MS. He did not die in 1855, as a transcript of his 
tombstone claims. 


http://files.usgwarchives.net/ms/neshoba/census/1870/pg0372a.txt 


"George Washington Carroll Cooksey Sr." with dates of Oct. 16, 1813 - Mar. 
5, 1855 is buried in Caney Church Cemetery, Lumbarton, MS. 
http://genealogytrails.com/miss/lamar/cemeteries/caney.html 


While this appears to be the right man given that his daughter Arinda 
(established by census records) is buried in the same cemetery, the dates 
don't seem correct. He was still clearly living in 1870, so it’s possible the 
transcriber incorrectly read a death date in 1875. 


George married Sarah P. Foster, daughter of Joel Foster, about 1827 in 
South Carolina. Sarah was born about 1811 in South Carolina and died after June . 
23, 1880 of Neshoba County, Mississippi. 


1850 census gives her age as 33; 1860 gives 48 and 1870 gives 59. 1880 
gives 69. 


She is found in 1880 census, age 69. Her husband was apparently dead 
already. 


Mentioned in somebody named Foster's will as wife of George Cooksey, 
1857. Ancestry.com record incomplete. (Spartanburg County, South 
Carolina Marriages Implied in Probate Records). 


\ 


Children from this marriage were: 


26M _ i.Joel F. Cooksey was born about 1828 in Spartanburg District, South 
Carolina and died in May 1880 in Neshoba County, Mississippi. 


The 1880 US census mortality schedule noted Joel F. Cooksey of Neshoba 
Co., MS died of consumption at age 53 during the census year. 
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27F 1. Elizabeth Cooksey was born about 1830 in Tennessee and died after 
June 23, 1880 of Neshoba County, Mississippi. 


Still living with her mother, unmarried, age 51, as of 1880 US census. 


28M _ iii. William Martin Cooksey was born in 1832 in Tennessee, died on 
March 28, 1894 in Neshoba County, Mississippi, and was buried in Cooksey 
Cemetery, Philadelphia, MS. 


Source: https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/28698310/william- 
martin-cooksey 


William married Evaline Gamblin. Evaline was born in June 1842 in Alabama, 
died in 1918 in Neshoba County, Mississippi, and was buried in Cooksey 
Cemetery, Philadelphia, MS. 


29F iv. Isabella Cooksey was born about 1835 in Neshoba County, 
Mississippi and died in October 1880 in Neshoba County, Mississippi. 


Source: 1880 mortality schedule, US census, Neshoba Co., MS 


Isabella married Jeremiah Ausberry Gamblin on October 3, 1853 in Neshoba 
County, Mississippi. Jeremiah was born on March 13, 1831 in Neshoba County, 
Mississippi, died on July 6, 1901 in Hunt County, Texas, and was buried in Yantis 
Cemetery, Yantis, TX. 


Source: https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/18372287/jeremiah- 
ausberry-gamblin 


30F v. Sina Cooksey was born about 1836 in Neshoba County, Mississippi 
and died before 1880 in Neshoba County, Mississippi. 


First wife of George Washington Gentry. He later married Joann Tindol in 
1880 or 1881. He was listed as a widower in the 1880 US census. Sina 
Gentry appears in 1860 and 1870 US census with him. 


Sina married George Washington Gentry about 1860 in Mississippi. George 
was born on September 25, 1836 in Mississippi, died on August 11, 1916 in 
Neshoba County, Mississippi, and was buried in White Oak Cemetery, Neshoba 
County, MS. 


31M _ vi. George Washington Carroll Cooksey was born in 1838 in 
Neshoba County, Mississippi, died in 1892 in Neshoba County, Mississippi, and 
was buried in Cooksey Cemetery, Philadelphia, MS. 


Source: https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/28698187/george- 
washington_carroll-cooksey 


26 


“Ss? « 
—_— . oe. 
2. See yal 
+ 


32F vii. Sarah A. Cooksey was born about 1841 in Neshoba County, 
Mississippi and died after 1860 of Neshoba County, Mississippi. 


33F vii. Narcissa J. Cooksey was born about 1843 in Neshoba County, 
Mississippi and died after 1870 of Neshoba County, Mississippi. 


Unmarried and living with parents as of 1870. 


34F ix. Arinda Penelope Cooksey was born on December 17, 1845 in 
Neshoba County, Mississippi, died on July 27, 1899 in Marion County, 
Mississippi, and was buried in Caney Church Cemetery, Lumberton, MS. 


Arinda married Robert T. Thompson. Robert was born in 1845, died in 1888, 
and was buried in Caney Church Cemetery, Lumberton, MS. 


35M x. James M. Cooksey was born about 1849 in Neshoba County, 
Mississippi and died after 1870 of Neshoba County, Mississippi. 


36F xi. Nancy C. Cooksey was born about 1851 in Neshoba County, 
Mississippi and died after 1880 of Neshoba County, Mississippi. 


Living in her mother's household clear through 1880 as "Nancy Fulton." 


Nancy married Samuel Fulton before 1870 in Mississippi. 


11. Nancy Cooksey (William?, William (Capt.)1) was born 
about 1808 in Union District, South Carolina, died on 
September 20, 1870 in Neshoba County, Mississippi, and 
was buried in Musgrove Cemetery, Neshoba County, MS. 


1850 US census, Union Co., SC, age 44, b. SC 
1860 US census, Neshoba Co., MS, age 52, b. SC 
1870 US census, Neshoba Co., MS, age 62 b. SC 


Her children were named Sarah, Jane, Mary, 
Rebecca, Theodocia, Loveberry, Charles, Monsieur, Nancy, Leonora. 


Nancy married Monsieur Nowell Musgrove, son of Edward Beaks } 
Musgrove and Sarah, in 1824 in Laurens County, South Carolina. Monsieur 
was born about 1802 in South Carolina, died about 1880 in Neshoba County, 
Mississippi, and was buried in Musgrove Cemetery, Neshoba County, MS. 


Robert Stevens wrote: 


“(5). Monsieur Nowell Musgrove was born circa 1800. He married Nancy 
Cooksey, daughter of William Cooksey, in 1824. She was born in 1806. Her 


pi) 


father, William, was a miller at the Gordon Mills. Her father was born 
circa 1788, and died after 1850. Name of her mother is not known. 


He and his wife lived on the old Thomas Waters tract on Elisha Creek, 
waters of the Enoree River. He sold a tract of land "containing 37 and 1/5 
acres on the waters of Elisha Creek, where I now live" to Philemon W. 
Head (Spartanburg District) in January 1832. His plantation was in the 
corner of Union, Spartanburg and Laurens counties. 


He was named for his father's Frenchman friend, Noel, who lived close to 
John Musgrove. 


They were listed in the 1850 Census of Union County, South Carolina, and 
in the 1860 Census of Neshoba County, Mississippi. They had three sons 
and seven daughters. She died in Neshoba County, Mississippi, in 
September of 1870, and he died there in 1880.” 


https://grindalshoalsgazette.com/?p=151 


Children from this marriage were: 


37F i. Sarah Musgrove was born on January 1, 1825 in Spartanburg 
County, South Carolina and died before June 1834 in Spartanburg County, South 
Carolina. 


38 F ii. Jane Musgrove was born on May 18, 1826 in Spartanburg County, 
South Carolina. 


39 F iii. Mary Musgrove was born on March 6, 1828 in Spartanburg County, 
South Carolina. 


40F iv. Rebecca Musgrove was born on June 24, 1830 in Spartanburg 
County, South Carolina. 


41F v.Theodocia Musgrove was born on May 4, 1832 in Spartanburg 
County, South Carolina. | 

42F vi. Sarah Musgrove was born on June 5, 1834 in Spartanburg County, 
South Carolina. 


43M_ vii. Loveberry Musgrove was born on September 11, 1836 in 
Spartanburg County, South Carolina and died on November 9, 1864 in Chicago, 
Illinois. 


44M _ viii. Charles Musgrove was born on July 8, 1838 in Spartanburg 
County, South Carolina. | 
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45M_ ix. Monsieur Nowell Musgrove Jr. was born on June 30, 1841 in 
South Carolina and died on August 3, 1908 in Houston County, Texas. 
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Fourth Generation (Great-Grandchildren) 


12. Allen Cooksey (Unknown3, Jesse?, William (Capt.)1) was born about 1828 
in Laurens District, South Carolina and died before 1880 in Greenville County, 
South Carolina. 


Patsy Cookey, 40, found in 1850 US census of Spartanburg Co., SC with 
Allen Cookey, 23 and Amy Cookey, 20 in the household of "North 
Hembrose" age 90. 


Martha Cooksey, 62, is found in Allen Cooksey's household in 1860. 


Allen married Frances Dill, daughter of Rev. Annanias Dill and Mary 
Howard. Frances was born on April 3, 1834 in South Carolina, died on July 21, 
1920 in Greenville, South Carolina, and was buried in Springwood Cemetery, 
Greenville, SC. 


Death certificate gives her parents as L. Dill and Mary Howard. 


Children from this marriage were: 


46F i.Mary Cooksey. 

47F iu. Martha Jane Cooksey . 
48M ii. Annanias Cooksey . 
49F iv. Susan Cooksey . 

50M _ sv. Elias Cooksey . 

51F vi. Cora Cooksey . 


17. James L. Cooksey (William3, William2, William (Capt.)!) was born in 1838 
in South Carolina and died after 1860 of Monroe County, Arkansas. 


James L. Cooksey b. SC 1838 found in Monroe Co., AR marriage and 
census records to 1860. 


He may be the James Cooksey mentioned in the Laurensville Herald who 
accidentally killed another boy named Coker in July 1854 by carelessly 
toying with the hammer of his rifle while carrying it, without being aware 
that his younger brother had reloaded it. The boys had been out hunting. 
The James Cooksey in the story was "about 15 years old" and lived in 
Laurens County. (Lancaster Ledger, July 19, 1854) 


James married Martha Ann Overstreet on May 11, 1858 in Monroe County, 
Arkansas. 
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Children from this marriage were: 


52F i.Martha C. Cooksey. 
53M. _ ii. John Cooksey. 


21. Lecel J. Cooksey (Jerimiah?, William2, William (Capt.)4) 


was born on May 20, 1833 in Cross Anchor, South Carolina, died Lf ~—s 
on April 22, 1905 in Spartanburg, South Carolina, and was buried Asem 


in Cannon's Campground Methodist Church Cemetery, 
Spartanburg, SC. 


Served in the civil war; appears in census records near 
William E. Cooksey. Lecel was a farmer. He was the great 
grandfather of Jesse Lecel Cooksey, chairman of the 
Republican Party of South Carolina 1974-1976. 


Appears in 1860 census as "Cecil Cooksey." Same page as his newlywed 
brother William, age 24 and wife Nancy A., age 21. 


https: //www.findagrave.com/memorial/20968837/lecel-j-cooksey 
Children from this marriage were: 


52M i. James Wingbeth Cooksey (1856 — 1928) 

53 F ii. Marietta (Cooksey) Arthur (1857 — 1935) 

54M_ iii. John Clifton Cooksey (1859 — 1953) 

55 M iv. Jonah Lecel Blanding Cooksey (1861 — 1936) 
560F v. Josephine Louella (Cooksey) Chapman (1863 — 1941) 
57M vi. Thomas Greenberry Cooksey (1866 — 1934) 

58 F vii. Ebertonia Olive (Cooksey) Gossett (1871 — 1913) 
59M vill. William Martin Cooksey (1872 — 1931) 

60M ix. Jesse Burkhead Cooksey (1874 — 1941) 

61F x. Jane Caroline (Cooksey) McIntyre (1875 — 1953) 
62M xi. Jerry Newberry Cooksey (1878 — 1951) 

63 F xii. Annie Elizabeth (Cooksey) Green (1880 — 1951) 


\ 


Lecel married Elizabeth Jane Tillotson, daughter of James Tillotson and | 
Betsy McAbee, on August 8, 1855 in Spartanburg District, South Carolina. 
Elizabeth was born on November 28, 1837 in South Carolina, died on December 
12, 1906 in Spartanburg, South Carolina, and was buried in Cannon's 
Campground Methodist Church Cemetery, Spartanburg, SC. 


Name, marriage date and parents identified in United Daughters of the 
Confederacy Patriot Ancestor Album. 
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22. William Edwin Cooksey (Jerimiah3, William2, William 
(Capt.)!) was born on June 8, 1835 in Cross Anchor, South 
Carolina, died on December 22, 1895 in Spartanburg, South 
Carolina, and was buried in Cannon's Campground Methodist 
Church Cemetery, Spartanburg, SC. 


Family tradition places William as a son of Jerimiah Cooksey. Neither had 
any will nor appear in any known records together. In the 1860 US census - 
he does appear on the same page as Lecil Cooksey, his likely brother, who 
named one of his own sons "Jerry" a nickname Jerimiah Cooksey has in 
the 1860 census. 


According to United Daughters of the Confederacy Patriot Ancestor 
Album (1999), William Edwin Cooksey was born near Musgrove Mill, 
Cross Anchor, SC. He married Feb. 9 1859 in Spartanburg and had one 
daughter before shipping off to the war. He served in Company H 
Sharpshooters and was discharged in September 1862 due to "hyper 
heart", (presumably palpitations or an arrythmia). He recovered and 
reenlisted in company I, SC Infantry in March 1864 and was paroled April 
9, 1865 at Appomattox, according to Barbee Moore. 


Before and after the war, William worked as a carpenter, farmer and wood 
worker. 


July 3, 1860 US census of SC near Templeman's Mill Post Office, 
Spartanburg District: 


Wm. Cooksey 24 M carpenter b SC 
Nancy A. 21 F b SC 


The United States District Court in Greenville, South Carolina issued a 
"true bill" for William Cooksey in August 1869, which he did not answer, 
so a bench warrant was issued. Charleston Daily News, Sep. 4, 1869. 


1870 US census, Spartanburg, SC: William Cooksy, age 34, farmer, b. SC. 
Nancy Cooksy, 60, keeping house; Elizabeth 9, Laura 2, Adaline Cannon, 
22 ("domestic help"), all b. SC. Next door to "Leacel Cooksy." 


1880 US census, Spartanburg, SC: William Cooksey, wood workman, age 
43, b. SC, parents b. SC. Wife Nancy Cooksey, age 39, b. SC. Children 
Elizabeth, 20, Laura, 12, Emma, 9, William, 6, Judd 4 and Joseph Cooksey 
1, all b. SC. | 


His gravestone in Cannon Methodist Church Campground gives dates of 
June 8, 1835 to December 22, 1895. He is buried beside his wife. 
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William married Nancy Ann Cannon, daughter of Joel Cannon and 
Lucinda McAbee, on February 9, 1859 in Spartanburg, South Carolina. Nancy 
was born on July 22, 1839 in Spartanburg District, South Carolina, died on 
January 24, 1914 in Spartanburg, South Carolina, and was buried in Cannon's 
Campground Methodist Church Cemetery, Spartanburg, SC. 


Birth and death dates from her tombstone; marriage date of Feb. 9, 1859 
found in her obituary. She appears in the household of Joel and Lucinda 
Cannon in the 1850 US census of Spartanburg, SC. 


Children from this marriage were: 


64F i. Mary Elizabeth Cooksey was born on May 30, 1860 in Spartanburg, 
South Carolina and died on December 14, 1937 in South Carolina. 


65F ii. Laura J. Cooksey was born on March 20, 1868 in South Carolina 
and died on February 20, 1948 in Spartanburg, South Carolina. 


66 F iii. Emma Lou Cooksey was born on January 24, 1871 in Spartanburg, 
South Carolina and died on May 1, 1942 in Hartsville, South Carolina. 


67 M_ iv. William Dexter Cooksey was born on April 30, 1874 in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina, died on July 17, 1915 in Columbia, South Carolina, 
and was buried in Oakland Cemetery, Gaffney, SC. 


68M_ v. John Judson Cooksey was born on July 24, 1875 in Spartanburg, 
South Carolina and died on March 14, 1952 in Union, South Carolina. 


69M _ vi. Joseph M. Cooksey was born about 1879 in South Carolina and 
died on November 22, 1954 in Rosemont, Union, South Carolina. 


25. Perry T. Cooksey (Jerimiah3, William?, William (Capt.)) was born on 
October 24, 1849 in South Carolina, died on July 29, 1920 in Cherokee County, 
South Carolina, and was buried in Cannon's Campground Methodist Church 
Cemetery, Spartanburg, SC. 


His death certificate gives his father as "Jerry Cooksey” and his mother as 
"don't know." He was a farmer and a miller. 


Where the name Perry came from is unknown. At the time he was born 
census records shows only one Perry household: that of A.I. Perry, age 35. 


Perry married Catherine Kennedy. Catherine was born on April 20, 
1851, died on May 3, 1930, and was buried in Cannon's Campground 
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Methodist Church Cemetery, Spartanburg, SC. 


Children from this marriage were: 


70F i. Olivia Cooksey . 

71M _ ii. Neal E. Cooksey . 
72M iii. Perry Earl Cooksey . 
73 F iv. Mary Alma Cooksey . 


KEKREK 


Jason M. Farrell has been an amateur genealogist since 1998. Some of his recent 
work has been validated by the Society of the Ark and the Dove and the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. He currently resides in Frederick County, 
Maryland. 


Blogs: 

https: //genealogical-gleanings.blogspot.com/ 
https: //edwardsvirginiagenealogy.blogspot.com/ 
http://robertstacysc.blogspot.com/ 


Books: 

The Descendants of James O'Farrell of Sligo, Ireland & West Shefford, Quebec, 
Canada 

The Descendants of Meredith Edwards of Westmoreland County, Virginia 

The Genealogy of Enoch Billings of Swanton, Vermont 

Simon Stacy of Virginia and His Descendants 


All books are free and can be found at: https://archive.org/details/@j_ farrell 
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